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Abstract
Oscar Stover (1913-1989) is a Hall of Fame member of the Oklahoma Music Education 
Association and the Oklahoma Bandmasters Association. He served in the 13th Army 
Airborne Division Band during World War II, taught at Kansas State Teachers College - 
Pittsburg, Michigan State University, Coffeyville Junior College, in Coffeyville Public 
Schools and at Northwestern State College. In 1947, Stover met Leonard Falcone, Director 
of Bands at Michigan State, at a CBDNA Meeting in Chicago. Stover would start an EdD 
degree, though quickly be named Falcone’s Assistant Director. After eight years in East 
Lansing, Stover would return to the small-school environment at Northwestern State 
College. This presentation will showcase Stover’s small-school band programs, along with 
a discussion of his youth and training. 

These are the common traits of Stover’s pathway to “The Best That is Within Our Limits”  
• Repertoire included marches and transcriptions first, then new works
• Successful students often featured as soloists
• Stover continued to perform as a soloist himself
• Community involvement: radio broadcasts, rotary, church
• Stover conducted workshops and clinics
• Stover continued his own professional development
• The band traveled
• Concepts were recycled: marching band charting, guest artists
• Relationships maintained throughout life
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Biography

Ken Drobnak is a freelance teacher, clinician and tuba artist in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex who serves as 
an Adjunct Professor of Tuba & Euphonium at Texas A&M University – Commerce. Previously, he has held 
university teaching positions at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, Del Mar College, Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University, South Dakota School of Mines & Technology, The University of South Dakota and 
Rocky Mountain College (Billings, Montana). His conducting teachers include Robert Jorgensen, Eric Rombach-
Kendall, Michael Golemo and Wesley Broadnax. 

Dr. Drobnak currently serves as Historian of the International Tuba Euphonium Association and contributes 
the Looking Back column for each Journal. He also coordinates the organization’s Clifford Bevan Award for 
Research. Dr. Drobnak has presented research at Regional and International Tuba Euphonium Conferences and 
at the 2015 College Band Directors National Association National Conference. Tuba-Euphonium Press, now 
part of Cimarron Press, has published many of his arrangements and settings for tuba.

As a conductor, Dr. Drobnak has led athletic bands, concert bands, jazz bands and chamber ensembles in the 
public schools and at the collegiate level. While at The University of South Dakota, he conducted the premiere 
of the band version of Lee Actor’s Concerto for Horn and Orchestra with Bernhard Scully as soloist. He has 
hosted numerous marching and concert band festivals and conducted at many TubaChristmas events. 

In 2005, Drobnak received his Doctor of Musical Arts in Tuba Performance from Michigan State University. He 
holds a Master of Music in Conducting from The University of New Mexico and baccalaureate degrees in Music 
Education and Tuba Performance from The University of Akron (Summa Cum Laude). 

more information can be found at www.drobnakbrass.com.


